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HOW TO MAKE A BRAIDED YARN OCTOPUS

DOLL

These easy yarn octopus dolls are a great
craft to do with the kids and teach them
how to braid! Get step by step DIY
instructions to make your own octopus!

ACTIVE TIME
15 minutes

TOTAL TIME
15 minutes

DIFFICULTY
Easy

ESTIMATED COST
Low

MATERIALS
1 skein of yarn
10 strings of yarn for tying off
1 2″ styrofoam ball
2 small round beads
scrap of felt
fabric glue
or
hot glue gun

TOOLS
scissors

YIELD: 1 BRAIDED OCTOPUS

https://amzn.to/2WQXqAF
https://amzn.to/3jA26oc
https://amzn.to/3hpgZaY
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needle and thread

INSTRUCTIONS
1. Start by wrapping the yarn in a large loop of about 15″. Use

the back of a chair, cut a piece of cardboard, or your arm
(hold the start of the yarn in the palm of your hand, and
then wrap the yarn around your elbow). Wind it around
about 50-60 times (not too tight). 


2. Carefully remove the yarn from the back of the chair or
whereever you wound it. Make sure to keep all the loops
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intact.


3. Use a string of yarn and knot it tightly around the wool,
about 1"-2″ from the top. Double knot and trim the excess.
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4. Position the styrofoam ball inside the loop, right underneath
where you just made the knot. Carefully position the yarn
around the ball so it covers it completely. 
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5. Use another string and tie that right underneath the ball.
Again, tie a double knot and trim the excess. 
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6. Cut through the small loops on top to create the hairdo, trim
ends as needed. Cut the large loops on the bottom so you
end up with large strings of yarn underneath a yarn covered
ball.
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7. It’s important that your octopus has eight tentacles or arms. 

First, separate the yarn into 2 even sections. Then separate
those sections in two, leaving you with four. Separate again
to end up with eight evenly thick tentacles.


8. Braid each section and tie off the ends with the strings of
yarn. Trim the tassels at the end of the tentacles. 
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9. Cut two small circles out of the felt and sew one bead on
each circle to create the eyes.


10. Finish your octopus by gluing the eyes on. Fabric glue will
work, but your hot glue will work just as easy.
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NOTES
Total time depends largely on how fast the maker wraps the yarn
and makes the braids.

These are not intended to be given to a young child to play with. If
you do, please sew on the felt eyes, and don't use the beads. Even
better is to leave the eyes off completely.
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